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Abstract

The uniqueness of this study is that it offers a preliminary tool in assessment
the form of a questionnaire designed to examine the degree of successful
implementation of pedagogical strategies in an online academic course. All
the items in the questionnaire are based on theories, models and research
findings published to date in a large variety of academic publications. The
research subjects were 315 students from 23 different fully online courses in
various disciplines and for different degrees. Questionnaire validity and
several hypotheses were tested. Testing the psychometric qualities of the
questionnaire revealed that the questionnaire has both high content validity
and high construct validity. The results referring to the research hypotheses
indicate that the questionnaire can predict the degree of student satisfaction
with the online course and the online instructor. However, regarding the
ability to predict student achievements in an online course, we found the
correlation to be weak and not statistically significant. Nevertheless, we did
find a statistically significant positive correlation between the measure of
“personality, knowledge, and experience of the online instructor” and
"student achievement in the course”. We also found that the relative weight
of this measure is greater than the other pedagogical strategies required in
online instruction, which our questionnaire examines. Hence we can also
state that the key to successful implementation of an online academic course
is primarily the instructor’s personality, knowledge, and experience, and it is
these elements that should thus be seen as the meta-strategy when
implementing this type of instruction. Therefore, in order for the desired
change to occur and for online instruction to be professional, institutions that
run online courses should enable and encourage online instructors by
providing them with incentives to acquire skills, knowledge and tools that are
adapted to an online instruction.

Keywords: Online instruction, online instructor, pedagogical strategies,
achievements, satisfaction.
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