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Abstract

The aims of this study were to learn on early age parenting as reflected in
virtual forums and to explore these activities through a cross-cultural
comparison between Israel and France. The study was based on analyzing
both, topics (N=8690) published in four forums, two in each country, during
two months and; collected data from internet self-reported questionnaires
aimed at mothers of young children participating in forums in France and in
Israel (N=457). Results show that mainly mothers wrote posts. They were
most interested in the educational day-care structures of their children. The
Israelis discussed more affective and social development as well as parenting
issues than the French that discussed more cognitive and developmental
issues. The mothers were young, lived with a partner, had between one and
two children aged from birth to four years, were employed and were
experimented surfers. Mothers appreciated best the swiftness of the internet
and tended to search on the web when they had an important educational
issue to deal with. Mothers considered the forums as a major source of
knowledge and as a supportive open space. Parents and professionals may
assist parents from different cultural backgrounds in offering them virtual
spaces adjusted to their particular needs and expectations.

Keywords: young children, parenting, internet, France, Israel.
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