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Abstract

Recent studies indicate that effective use of diverse technologies, both for teaching and for
learning requires mastering a wide range of cognitive and socio-emotional skills, called
"digital literacy skills" or "21st century competencies. This study used mixed methods and
analyzed academic-educational literature from 37 years (1980-2016) for identifying trends
of change over time in the research of digital literacy skills. This study focused on seven core
skills of digital literacy, which are at the center of the theoretical discussion in the field:
Information literacy, Critical thinking, Creativity, Socio-emotional skills, Problem solving,
Collaboration, and Communication. Data was collected, using advanced search queries of
peer-reviewed publications stored in the Education Resources Information Center (ERIC)
database. Findings indicate that despite their well-established importance for effective use of
learning and teaching, digital literacy skills are marginal in the educational research literature.
Does this imply that the research of the field has been exhausted? Or, on the contrary, is
understanding the nature of digital literacy skills is still in its early stages?
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