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Abstract

We examined the different ways school portals are used in the classroom and the degree to
which it is used as a pedagogical tool, in order to understand to what extent they serve as an
integral learning environment (as was intended). 201 Israeli school portals, built on “Eshkolot
022 were analyzed using a special scale developed for this study. The findings conclude that
the school portal has not taken its place as the "gateway" for the implementation of e-learning
methods, as it is used mainly for marketing/public relations of the school, and less for
pedagogical purposes. Analysis of the volume of activity in the portal showed: 1) the
Information Communication Technology ICT coordinator is the most active figure in the
school portal, directly influencing use by teachers and students. 2) the local municipality has
an impact on the pedagogical use in the classroom. These findings highlight the importance
of the context in which the activity takes place. They highlight the limited explanatory power
of individual teachers’ barriers, which is a prevalent explanation of the insufficient
integration of technology into the teaching practices. Specifically, in the case of "Eshkolot
022", barriers, such as technical support and costs, or knowledge were resolved, therefore the
low pedagogical usage of the portal cannot be attributed to them. Rather, context related
factors, such as active ICT coordinator, were found influential on teachers’ use of the portals.

Keywords: School Portal, class website, educational technology, ICT coordinator.
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