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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the nature of the discussion in "The Academy of
the Hebrew Language" as an educational source within Facebook's social platform, while
investigating the type of most common comments, the character of the discussion, and
characteristics of the Facebook page. This study was based on conversation analysis and
inspected a Facebook "post" on said Facebook page. The theory presented in this article is a
Grounded Theory, formed subsequently to analyzing comments and classifying them to main
themes and finally to sub-categories. The findings of this study suggest that an educational
discussion indeed occurs within the social platform. The main themes that were used focused
on private discussions, academic discussions, internet surfers' addresses to The Academy of
the Hebrew Language, objections and social criticism. Another issue that arose from the
findings is serendipity — even if a user isn’t subscribed to the Academy of the Hebrew
Language page, the user is exposed to posts written by this page via social media members
whom the user is connected, that did any online activity on the Academy of the Hebrew
Language page. Random exposure to academic content creates an opportunity for users to
learn and expose themselves to more information than they originally intended. Therefore,
using social media allows many opportunities for serendipitous learning of social media
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users. One of the characteristics of the page was engaging in educational discussion involving
current events, which could explain the presence of both private and educational discussion.
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