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Abstract

In recent years we have seen the technological world grow and advance. One of the most
prominent developments we have witnessed is that of virtual worlds, which allowed many
new ways of human communication. Virtual worlds are considered to hold potential for
improving students’ motivation, social involvement and enthusiasm toward studying. The
current study focused on a teachers’ course which introduced the use of Minecraft (Education
Edition) in classroom practice, and aimed to examine the possible factors that support and/or
hinder teachers’ use of virtual worlds. 20 participants took part in the study which was
conducted at the end of a course, and used both qualitative and quantitative methods. Results
suggested the program’s ease of use supported participants’ activity, since none of the
missions, even the more complex ones, were too difficult as to prevent them from working
with the program. However, lower levels of motivation and enjoyment implied a lower level
of perceived usefulness, leading to decreased behavioural intention. Furthermore,
participants expressed a need for additional support, and described difficulties in
understanding and implementing Minecraft as an educational tool. At the same time,
participants also indicated they enjoyed different aspects of virtual worlds. Taken together,
these findings suggest that although the challenge of virtual worlds may initially draw
teachers, experiencing difficulties and decreased enjoyment may lead them to perceive such
tools as less useful, and thereby hinder their intention to use virtual worlds in their practice.
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