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Abstract

Information and communication technologies increasingly dominate our everyday lives. This
reality requires social scientists to develop new approaches and methodologies to study the
digital footprints created as we use communication networks. Major corporations make
commercial use of the extensive information which accumulates in these networks, and social
scientists are encouraged to adopt these methods and add them to the traditional research
methods such as surveys, interviews and experiments.

The Open University of Israel established the Open Media and Information Lab —
OMILab — as one method to tackle these challenges. The lab brings together computer
scientists and social scientists in an effort to promote the development and application of
innovative digital research tools. These tools drive forward our understanding of a social
world where the creation, the accumulation and the analysis of data are increasingly
fundamental processes. The research tools developed in the lab will be integrated into the
Open University's courses in Communication, Management and Economics, Education and
more. The goal is to provide our students with hands-on experience in the analysis of
networks, in data mining, in visualizations, and in similar data analytics skills and
competencies required in the current and future workplace (Weiser et al. 2018).
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The goal of the workshop is to expose participants to the unique toolkit OMILab
researchers use for social science research in the areas of digital media, archives, and
analytics. The workshop will introduce participants to the research carried out in the lab, and
to specific tools developed in the lab for working with Hebrew texts.
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OMILab <https://www.openu.ac.il/en/omilab/pages/default.aspx>
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