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Abstract

Educational technology is widespread around the world in many forms. The
1:1 laptop model is not so common yet. It equips every student and teacher
with a laptop computer 24/7. The teachers' expertise in integrating computers
in the classroom contributes to the success of these initiatives. This
phenomenological study explored the perceptions of expert teachers and their
students regarding best practices for computer integration in instruction and
learning. Another objective was to identify the conditions contributing to
effective integration of technology in 1:1 lessons. The study encompassed 12
teachers (6 from elementary school, 6 from JHS) and 39 students. Research
tools included a questionnaire, reflective-interviews, observations, and semi-
structured-interviews with the students. Analysis revealed 11 major
categories. Teachers and students expressed similar attitudes regarding some
of the categories (e.g., the teachers' role, assessment, obstacles, and
advantages of 1:1 learning). There was disparate on the subject of addressing
students' needs, and teaching relevant topics. Relationship was also
investigated between the teachers' declared attitudes and actual classroom
implementation. Although similarity was largely low, in some cases it was
quite high. Analysis of the data enabled the formulation of a list of optimal
conditions to achieve best practices for integrating technology in 1:1
classrooms.

Keywords: 1:1 classrooms, personal laptops, phenomenological study, best
practice technology integration.
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