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Abstract

Recently there is an increasing interest in the incorporation of games and
mobile technology in teaching, and more and more teachers are joining the
effort. This study focused on teachers' use of one dedicated tool that allows
them to easily create location-based games activated by QR codes. The study
examined the extent of adoption of the tool by teachers who were exposed to
it during training courses, and the characteristics of the artifacts focusing on
their potential to support meaningful location-based learning. The study was
based on a content analysis of 500 games created by teachers and on
interviews with a sample of teachers who developed and enacted games with
their students. The fact that over 25% of the teachers who enrolled to the
system actually used it is encouraging, as well as the pedagogical creativity
reflected in the wide variety of activities developed and implemented in
many subject domains, exploiting the potential of location based learning.
However, in more than half of the activities, the tool served for creating
subject domain quizzes with no relation or use of the location of the game
stations or of information available in their vicinity. Lessons learned from the
findings address the new challenges in training teachers as developers of
location based activities.

Keywords: location based learning, QR code, educational game, mobile
learning.
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